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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR, BM. VN 

SUBJECT: REPORTED NORTH VIETNAMESE PROPOSAL FOR ECONOMIC 
COOPERATION 

REF: KUALA LUMPUR 3401 

1. AFP REPORT QUOTED REFTEL WAS ALSO PROMINENTLY PLAYED IN 
BURMESE PRESS. DIRECTOR, ASIA/PACIFIC DIVISION, FOREIGN 
MINISTRY, SAID JUNE 19 THAT NORTH VIETNAMESE EMBASSY HERE HAS 
NOT RECEIVED FULL TEXT OF NHAN DAN ARTICLE CITED BY AFP. HE 
EXPRESSED INTEREST BUT WAS NOT OPTIMISTIC ABOUT SHORT-TERM 
PROSPECTS FOR CLOSER REGIONAL COOPERATION INCLUDING BURMA, 
EXCEPT IN NON-CONTROVERSIAL MATTERS SUCH AS CULTURAL EXCHANGES. 
HE IMPLIED THIS SITUATION MIGHT CHANGE IN A YEAR OR TWO FOL- 
LOWING U.S. WITHDRAWAL FROM THAILAND AND WINDING UP OF FIVE 
POWER DEFENSE ARRANGEMENTS, WHICH COULD MAKE BURMESE RELATION- 
SHIP WITH ASEAN MORE FEASIBLE. MEMCON FOLLOWS. 

2. ACTION REQUESTED: WOULD APPRECIATE FULL TEXT OF NORTH 
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VIETNAMESE ARTICLE WHEN AVAILABLE. 
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